Poland. It is easy to understand that it was vital, not 239
only for Poland, but for Europe, that Russia and Ger-
many should not have a common frontier, which would
have been the result if north of Poland lay East Prus-
sia, belonging to Germany, and Lithuania, her hench-
man. But it is not so easy to approve PilsudsM's action
on ethical grounds. On the seventh of October Poland
had signed a preliminary armistice agreement in which
a tentative boundary was laid down, to go into effect
on the tenth; on the ninth came Zeligowski's coup
de main and the Poles were in possession of Wilno, But
is there any great historical figure whose career can
stand an ethical X-ray in every detail?
Pilsudski had given to the Polish army a new psy-
chology—not to die with honor, fighting against over-
whelming forces, but to know how to defend Poland and
be victorious. The danger to the nation over, the sol-
diers could return home. The Marshal sent them a last
order of farewell.
"Soldiers! Two long years, the first of the free Poland,
you have passed in the midst of hard labor and bloody ef-
forts. You finished the war with magnificient victories, and
the enemy, broken by you, has at last agreed to sign the
preliminaries for the peace which is ardently desired.
"On my shoulders, as eonimander-in-chief, in your hands,
as the defenders of the country, the nation has placed the
heavy task of protecting the existence of Poland, of winning
for her the general esteem, of giving her the free disposition
of her destiny.
"I have already proposed to the government that a part of
the land taken in the war should be given to those who fought
for it, who bought it with their suffering and their blood.
After the harvest of war, this soil awaits the harvest of peace.
It awaits those who will change the sword into a plow. I
wish for you, in this work of the future, as many peaceful
victories as you have won in your work of war.
"Soldiers! You have made Poland strong, sure of herself,
and free. You can be proud and satisfied that you have ac-
complished your duty. The country which in two years has
succeeded in creating such a soldier can face the future
tranquilly."
In November the Chief of State decorated the city
of Lwow with the cross of Virtuti Militari, the only town
in Poland to receive this signal honor.

